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MARYLAND NATIOWAL BANK - 401 HIGH STREET

This bank was enlarged, rebuilt, and "modernized" to its
present appearance in 1908 by Cambridge architect J. Benjamin
Brown. 2 rectangular two story brick structure, it combines
classical details with elements of the Romanesque Revival
style. The window and door openings on the first story are
all spanned by stone arches with molded ornamentation above.
In the second story center, five fluted ionic columns, in
front of recessed windows, support a pediment with ornamenta-

tion.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building was enlarged, rebuilt and "modernized"
to its present appearance in 1908 by Cambridge architect
J. Benjamin Brown. A two story brick structure, it
combines classical details with elements of the Romanesgue
revival style. The projecting cornice is ornamented with
modillions and dentils. Between the second and first
story is another cornice, also with modillions and
dentils, There are five round arched openings on the
first story front facade., The door is in the center and
is flanked by pilasters. O©On either side of the door is
a large round arched window and a smaller narrow one in
the end bay. The arches are made of stone, having molded
ornamentation above, and there are stone sills below the
windows., Around the base of the building is a molded
water table, In the center of the second story, is a row
of four recessed rectangular windows., Z4 series of five
fluted ionic columns, in front of the recessed windows,
support a pediment with ornamentation. In the end bays
of the second story are round arched windows,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This building is an example of early 20th century
architecture which reflects the classical and Romanesque
revival influences that were popular in the 19th century.
It was built by J. Benjamin Brown, a Cambridge architect,
who built many of this town's finest buildings of the
late 19th and early 20th century. Elaborately detailed
and unaltered since its renovation in 1908, this is one
of the more noteworthy commercial structures in Cambridge
from an arcititectural viewpoint,
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401 High Street
Cambridge, Maryland CL 12/603

The first story of this building, built in 1889, is the oldesfbank
now standing in Cambridge, it was originally the headquarters of the
Dorchester National Bank, chartered that same year. Its first president
was former Governor Henry Lloyd (see 701 Locust Street). The bank was
of ten referred to as "Governor Lloyd's bank." In 1908, the building
was enlarged by the addition of the second story, completed by J.
Benjamin Brown, a prominent local architect of the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. Brown may have designed the original
building, as it is similar to the National Bank of Cambridge that he
did design in 1892, THe first floor of the bank is in Romanesque Revival
style, while theupper story is in the style of Greek Revival.

In 1915, Dorchester National Bank merged with the Eastern Shore
Trust Company, taking the latter name. This building served as the
head office. 1In 1933, the bank changed its name to County Trust Company
of Maryland, which merged with Baltimore National Bank in 1963, to form
Maryland National Bank.

This bank is one of several late nineteenth century commercial
structures that stand on this portion of High Street and that add to
the architectural beauty of the area.
Sources:

Dorchester County Courthouse, Cambridge, Maryland.

Land Records.

Interview, Russel Justis, Assistant Vice-President,Maryland National

Bank, 401 High Street, Cambridge, Maryland.

Cambridge Record. Christmas Number. Historical and Industrial...1808.

p. 19.

Portrait and Biographical Record of the Eastern Shore of Maryland,

New York and Chicago: Chapman Publishing Co., 1898, p. 125-126.
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4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC

The Maryland National Bank, Cambridge is a two story, three bay
long, brick structure which has elements of Romanesque and Neo
Classical Revival styles. The first story facade has three openings
each with bold stone semicircular arches with small forms in the
spandnels. The central opening is the door; at street level, which
is a rnodern glass unit. Planking the aforesaid openings are smaller
windows which lack the detail of the larger ones. A full cornice,
the same as the main cornice, with modillions and dentils, separates
the two stories. A small scale classical pedimented temple occupies
the center of the second story, flanked by simple romanesque windows |
The side of the structure is similar, but lacks the monumentality of
the main facade.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered ) Interior Exterior
@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plon Optional) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. . .
Michael O. Bourne, Field Surveyor

Maryland Historical Trust
2525 Riva Road

Annapolis, Md. 21401
DATE OF RECORD
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